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Choosing a Childminder

Childminders look after children on domestic premises in the childminder’s own home. They are registered with the Care and Social Services Inspectorate Wales (CSSIW) and are inspected regularly. 

A childminder should offer a comfortable home environment which should be clean, warm, free from hazards and welcoming to children.  There should be sufficient space for play, both indoors and out, and time to allow naps during the day.

Childminders are expected to have an appropriate range of toys and equipment suitable for the age range of children that they mind.  All equipment should be of good quality and be kept clean, safe and well looked after and conform to the European Health and Safety Standards.

A childminder should be able to demonstrate an understanding of children and their developmental needs.  They should be sensitive to cultural, linguistic and ethnic issues and will have signed an equal opportunities statement.

They should be able to tell you about daily routines, menus and activities that they may wish to undertake with your child.  Childminders will be expected to have experience of looking after children, either in their home or others.  They can make the most of local parks, playgrounds, toy libraries, drop-in groups and community centres. Often children have the chance to make good friends with the other children who go to their childminder.

Some childminders are part of a network; these childminders have agreed to meet set quality standards and some may be accredited to offer Early Years Education.

How do I know my child will be safe and secure?

First of all you know your child best - look for a childminder you feel will be suitable for your child who will suit your family.

Childminders must be registered before they begin to work with children. This means checks are carried out to make sure they are suitable to care for children. People over 16 years living in the childminder`s household are also police checked to make sure they have not carried out any offence against a child. A check on the childminder’s home is carried out as well to make sure it is safe and suitable for children.

After a childminder is registered, unannounced inspections are carried out to make sure that the childminder is continuing to provide a safe and suitable service.  Please contact CSSIW on 01495 761200 for information on how to access the childminder’s latest inspection report.
You can ask to see a childminder’s registration certificate and latest inspection report. It is illegal for an unregistered person to look after children for reward.

How many children will there be with a childminder?

Childminders can care for up to six children aged under eight, of whom no more than three must be aged under five, and of those three children, normally no more than two may be under 18 months of age, although exceptions can be made for siblings, for example; twins.

The childminder’s own children are taken into account and counted in these numbers.

Childminders who work with an assistant may look after larger groups of children.

What age range are the children with a childminder?

Children can go to a childminder from a few months old right through until they reach secondary school, although they are only registered to look after children aged under 8 years. Childminders may also care for children between 8 and 14, as long as the number of older children looked after does not adversely affect the care provided for children under 8.

When are childminders open?

Childminders are self employed and so they decide on their working hours. Most childminders will provide you with childcare between the hours of 8am and 6pm. Some childminders will work early mornings, evenings and weekends as well. You will need to negotiate hours, terms and conditions with the childminder.

What about part-time childcare?

Many childminders are happy to provide families with part-time places for children. They often drop children off at school and pick them up. Childminders can also take your child to a playgroup or pre-school as part of the routine.

How much does a childminder cost?

Childminders set their charges themselves. Charges vary in different areas.

There is no national rate but most childminders will charge between £75 and £175 per child per week for full-time care.  Please note, some childminders may ask for a fee to retain your child’s place through breaks and holidays.
Plus points

·  Your child will be in a home environment. 

·  Childminders can support families for years as children grow up. 

·  Can be flexible hours. 

How do I find a childminder?

Ask your local Family Information Service (FIS) for advice about childminders in your area.  They can be contacted on FREEPHONE 0800 0196 330 or via e-mail at fis@torfaen.gov.uk or write to Freepost RRBR-KXSJ-HJGH, Torfaen Family Information Service, Cwmbran Integrated Children’s Centre, Ton Road, CWMBRAN, NP44 7LE.
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