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Choosing a Day Nursery

Day nurseries are often run by private companies, individuals, or partnerships and may be supported by employers in the workplace or run by community groups.   Day nurseries are often in specially designed or adapted buildings.  There are separate rooms for babies and toddlers with easy access to nappy changing, food preparation and sleeping areas.  They will also provide access to a safe, secure outdoor play space and have facilities for rest periods.  Meals are provided on site.

What age range of child will a day nursery look after?

Day nurseries can look after children from birth to five years of age, some may look after older children after school if their premises and registration permit allows them to.

What hours do they operate?

Most day nurseries operate between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. to accommodate working parents.  Children can often attend part-time of full-time depending on the needs of parents.

How much does it cost?

The average cost of a day nursery is between £30 and £35 per day.  You should check for discounts or other charges with the provider when you visit for the first time.  If the day nursery is a registered provider of Early Years education, then you may be entitled to funding from the Local Education Authority.  To be eligible for funding from the LEA your child must be attending the nursery for a minimum of four/ five half day sessions over four to five days. The funding becomes available the term after your child’s third birthday. 

How many children can they look after?

This will depend upon the size of the building and the number of staff.  All day nurseries must be registered with the Care and Social Services Inspectorate Wales, which lay down specific minimum standards that any provider must meet to be registered to look after children.

How do I find a local day nursery?

Ask your local Family Information Service (FIS) for advice about day nurseries in your area.  They can be contacted on FREEPHONE 0800 0196 330 or via e-mail at fis@torfaen.gov.uk or write to Freepost RRBR-KXSJ-HJGH, Torfaen Family Information Service, Hollybush Integrated Children’s Centre, Ton Road, CWMBRAN, NP44 7LE.
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