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Choosing Holiday Childcare
There are several types of holiday childcare.  Care should be taken to ensure that you choose the best type of scheme to suit your needs.

Holiday Clubs

A holiday club may operate as part of an existing before or after school club or it may be set up specifically as a holiday club.  It may run during the long summer holidays and for periods during other holidays.  These clubs are designed to accommodate working parents to provide peace of mind when you are at work.

These clubs are supervised schemes where an attendance register is kept.  Children attending this kind of scheme should be escorted and collected by a responsible adult who is known to the scheme supervisors.  Such schemes are set up to provide stimulating activities during school holidays. There is usually a fee for a holiday club.  
What are the alternatives?

There are also closed access and open access playschemes operating through the summer holidays. Parents need to arrive with their children on the first day to supply preliminary information and leave contact telephone numbers.  The playschemes operate free of charge.

In open access summer playschemes children have the freedom to come and go as they choose.  There is some adult supervision, but parent’s attention is drawn to the fact that staff can not legally prevent children from leaving the premises.  This kind of scheme is usually offered to older children (8-12 years).  Parents need to be aware that there is an upper limit on the number of children who may use the facility at any one time.  A child may therefore have to be turned away if the scheme has already reached its upper limit for that session.  Certain open access schemes specifically cater for children with additional needs of 11-18 years.

Outreach play activities take place outside a designated safe place.  They operate for less than 2 hours (normally 10am-12pm or 1pm-3pm).  Staff are fully uniformed, but activities are open access.

In closed access summer playschemes an attendance register is kept and children are monitored closely by supervisors.  They operate in school grounds which are largely fenced and gated.  Children are encouraged to remain on site, and parents must fill in forms to arrange for their child to be allowed off site (detailing who will be collecting the child).   These schemes are registered with Care and Social Services Inspectorate Wales (CSSIW) and must therefore limit attendance numbers.  Children who attend the school sites where the playschemes are being held are given first priority, followed by children living in the catchment area.
What age range of child will a holiday club or playscheme look after?

This will depend upon the type of scheme and whether it is registered or not.  If the holiday club is attached to an out of school club then they are likely to take the same age children as the club in term time.  

If the scheme is registered with Care and Social Services Inspectorate Wales (as closed access playschemes are) then they are likely to take children aged 4 up to 11 years.  

If the scheme is unregistered (open access playschemes) they are only allowed to take children between the ages of eight and twelve years.  However, if an open access scheme is operating for less than two hours at a time then they are allowed to take children under the age of eight years.

What hours do they operate?

Holiday clubs generally try to accommodate working parents and normally operate from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
Open access schemes tend to operate between 10am and 3pm from Monday to Friday.  Closed access schemes operate between 10am and 4pm.
How much does it cost?

Holiday clubs will have a sessional charge or a daily charge.  All playschemes in Torfaen operate free of charge.
How do I know that my child will be safe?
If the provision is run for more than two hours in any one day, it will have to be registered with the Care and Social Services Inspectorate Wales (CSSIW – 01495 761200)) which lay down specific minimum standards that any provider must meet to be registered to look after children.   If the provision is not registered, they are usually run by qualified, experienced Playworkers.  It is advisable that you check this before leaving your child.

How many children can they look after?

This will depend upon the size of the building and the number of staff.  

How do I find local holiday childcare?
Ask your local Family Information Service (FIS) for advice about holiday childcare and playschemes in your area.  They can be contacted on FREEPHONE 0800 0196 330 or via e-mail at fis@torfaen.gov.uk or write to Freepost RRBR-KXSJ-HJGH, Torfaen Children’s Information Service, Hollybush Integrated Children’s Centre, Ton Road, CWMBRAN, NP44 7LE.
U:\Education\Teams\Adult & Community Education\CIS\Katherine\CIS documents\Choosing holiday childcare1.doc

15/07/08 13:31

