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Knowledge and understanding
of the world

Welsh Language Development 

This Area of Learning focuses 

on children experiencing the

familiar world through enquiry 

and investigation. 

Children are given experiences

that increase their curiosity about

the world around them and to

begin to understand past events,

people and places, living things

and the work people do. 

They learn to demonstrate care,

responsibility, concern and 

respect for all living things and 

the environment. They learn to

express their own ideas, opinions

and feelings with imagination,

creativity and sensitivity.

This Area of Learning gives those

children in schools where the main

medium of education is English

the opportunity of learning to use

and communicate in Welsh to the

best of their ability.

Skills are developed through

communicating in a range of

enjoyable, practical planned

activities and using a range of

stimuli that build on and increase

children's previous knowledge 

and experiences.

The children's oral experiences

should be used to develop their

reading skills. They should listen 

to a range of stimuli, including

audio visual material and ICT

interactive software.



This Area of Learning focuses 

on children developing their

imagination and creativity 

through the curriculum. 

Their natural curiosity and

disposition to learn is stimulated

by everyday sensory experiences. 

Children engage in creative,

imaginative and expressive

activities in art, craft, design,

music, dance and movement. 

Children explore a wide range 

of stimuli, develop their ability 

to communicate and express 

their creative ideas and reflect 

on their work.

Creative development

This Area of Learning focuses on

children’s physical development.

Enthusiasm and energy for

movement is continually promoted

through helping them to use their

bodies effectively, by encouraging

spatial awareness, balance, control

and coordination and developing

motor and manipulative skills. 

Children are encouraged to 

enjoy physical activity and their

developing sense of identity 

is linked closely to their own 

self-image, self esteem 

and confidence. 

Children are introduced to the

concepts of health, hygiene and

safety and the importance of diet,

rest, sleep and exercise.  

Physical development

15

www.wales.gov.uk/foundationphase  



16

An initial assessment should be

made when your child enters

education to determine what he

or she can do and understand. 

This information will help to

ensure that each child’s first

experience of education is

appropriate to their stage of

development and the activities

and experiences planned for them

will help them to move forward in

their learning. 

Staff will assess each child’s

progress through observing them

in their everyday activities and use

the information to plan the next

stage in their development.

You will receive a report each year

on your child’s progress in the

seven Areas of Learning. At the

end of the phase, the report will

include the teacher’s assessment

of your child’s achievements

during the Foundation Phase.

How will I know if my
child is progressing?

www.wales.gov.uk/foundationphase  
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Over the next 
few years

ANGLESEY

Cylch Meithrin Stryd Y Bont

Little Dragon’s Playgroup

Ysgol Tŷ Mawr

Ysgol Y Graig

BLAENAU GWENT

Acorn’s Nursery

Cylch Meithrin ABC

Deighton Primary School

St Mary’s Church in Wales Primary

BRIDGEND

Blaenllynfi Infants

Caerau Nursery School

St Mary’s RC School

Village Playgroup Aberkenfig

CAERPHILLY

Cylch Meithrin Rhymni

Little Peeps Playgroup

Pontllanfraith Primary School

Upper Rhymney Primary

CARDIFF

Cylch Meithrin Pila Pala

Herbert Thompson Primary

Kitchener Primary

Meithrinfa Si Lwli

CARMARTHENSHIRE

Bigyn Community Primary

Cylch Meithrin Ffairfach

Myrtle House Nursery

Ysgol Gynradd Ffairfach

CEREDIGION

Cylch Meithrin Aberteifi

Cylch Meithrin Llanarth

Ysgol Plant Bach Aberteifi

Ysgol Y Dderi

CONWY

Cadwgan Playgroup

School Lane Playgroup

Ysgol Babanod T Gwynn Jones

Ysgol Y Gogarth

The introduction of the Foundation

Phase is well and truly underway. 

It will be rolled out across Wales

from September 2008 into schools

and local-authority funded

nurseries as well as playgroups,

private day nurseries and

childminders who are registered

and funded to deliver education. 

Rollout will start in September

2008 when it becomes statutory

for the 3 to 4 year olds and will

continue until 2011 when it will

becomes statutory for all children

aged 3 to 7.

The existing pilots will continue 

in their role until the end of the

rollout in 2011. Check the list to

see if there is one in your area.



DENBIGHSHIRE

Bodnant Playgroup

Playdays Playgroup

Ysgol Emmanuel

Ysgol Y Llys

FLINTSHIRE

Brynford Primary

Gwynedd County Primary School

Nippers Nest Playgroup

Strawberry Patch Childcare
(Childminder)

GWYNEDD

Cylch Meithrin Maesincla

Margaret Barnard Playgroup

Ysgol Bro Tryweryn

Ysgol Gynradd Maesincla

MERTHYR TYDFIL

Funtazia Day Nursery

Goetre Infants School

Gurnos Nursery School

Troedyrhiw Infants

MONMOUTHSHIRE

Cylch Meithrin Y Fenni

Deri View Primary and Nursery School

Goytre Fawr Primary

Jack & Jill’s Playgroup

NEATH PORT TALBOT

Sandfields Primary

Ysgol Gymraeg Castell Nedd

NEWPORT

Castleton Baptist Church Playgroup

Duffryn Infants

Pillgwenlly Primary

Tiny Tots Day Care Nursery

PEMBROKESHIRE

Bright Start Day Nursery

Mount Airey Community Nursery
and Infant School

Pembroke Dock Community School

Tabernacle Kindergarten

POWYS

Llanfyllin Pre-school 
Playgroup

Maesyrhandir Community 
Primary

Trehafren Children’s Centre

Ysgol Rhiwbechan

RHONDDA CYNON TAFF

Cylch Meithrin Y Ddraenen-wen

Heol y Celyn Primary School

Littlefolk Playgroup

Llanilltud Faerdref Primary

SWANSEA

Cadle Primary

Townhill Community Primary

TORFAEN

Buzzy Bees Day Nursery

Hollybush Primary

Penygarn Infants School

Poppies Day Nursery

VALE OF GLAMORGAN

Cadoxton Nursery School

Cadoxton Primary School

Cylch Meithrin Y Bontfaen

Holton Primary

WREXHAM

Bradley Playgroup

Caia Park Nursery

Playgroup Plus (Ysgol Deiniol)

Ysgol Y Gaer
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Keeping you informed
We want you to be totally

reassured that your child 

is receiving the very best 

possible start in life. So we 

are determined to give you 

all the information you need

regarding the Foundation Phase

and how your child’s learning will

develop and flourish. 

If you want to find out more you

can go to the following website 

or contact your child’s school.

www.wales.gov.uk/foundationphase




