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State Of The Childcare Sector Survey 

A Thank You!! 
A BIG Thank You to childcare settings who took part in Our State of 

Childcare Sector Survey as   part of the Childcare Sufficiency Assessment 

Progress Report 2025. 

Based on the responses, the survey indicated some common issues amongst 

childcare settings in Torfaen. These are; 

Increased attendance of children with ALN 

Increase in children with behavioural concerns 

Staff retention and stress related work pressures 

Other comments included issues with: 

Rising costs and insufficient funding 

Difficulties releasing staff for training 

Lack of promotion for non maintained settings 

All comments will be reviewed and considered for actions detailed in the 

Childcare Action Plan 2026-2027 

If you would like any further support or have any questions, please contact 

Hannah.Bedford@torfaen.gov.uk 



The Childcare Offer for Wales 
Do you close over the summer 

holidays? Don’t forget that parents 
wishing to start the Childcare Offer for 
Wales in September will need to set up 
their online Agreements with you before 

you close! 

Share this link to get them started: 
www.gov.wales/childcare-offer-for-

wales-campaign 

Or get them to call our national helpline 
on 03000 628 62 

Polite Reminder - DEWIS 

As you all know, the Family Information Service uses dewis.wales to provide families and 
professionals with information about childcare and other services in Torfaen. 

If you have recently increased your prices, or made changes to your provision of service, 
please can you email fis@torfaen.gov.uk where we can manually update your record for 

you. 

Staff Vacancies 
If you have staff vacancies within your provision, please email fis@torfaen.gov.uk to 

promote on our social media pages and website. 



Funding and training Opportunities: 

Children in Wales 2 day Online Training for Management 

20 & 21 October 2025 | 9:30 AM | Via Zoom 

Stepping into your first management role? Join us for this interactive online 
event designed to equip new managers with the confidence and skills to lead 

effectively. 
Led by expert trainer Deryl Dix, this course covers: 

Transitioning into management 
Key responsibilities of a first-line manager 
Understanding your management style 
Performance management essentials 
Core skills for effective leadership 

Creating your personal development plan 
Applying learning in the workplace 

Includes group discussions, practical activities, and Q&A. 
Don’t miss this opportunity to build your leadership toolkit. 

Register now and take your first step into management! 

If you are a member of Children in Wales, please contact 
training@childreninwales.org.uk to receive your 10% off discount code. 

Clybiau Plant Cymru Kids’ Clubs Expression of Interest 

Are you Interested in signing up to gain gain a Playwork qualification through a 12 
week course that inspires and informs an already skilled workforce to understand 
and implement the Playwork approach? If so Clybiau Plant Cymru Kids’ Clubs would 

like you interest to register your here 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks.whitefuse.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.0DLfZXjD-2BwiUR1Oqo6rqQPZtu5tKamz5jxupxknof5AavN37xCrn1E9vANbmtyg4kF3-2Fn-2B-2BPICw5PFivqqCrmnKiwErW0trA-2Fei1hXctV0uui1DkZ9l4lM1Sk2WNA0cZ7EIq5vc-2BQ2vr9jBC1GtVt75QX-2FrMYboDF-2BnY-2Bwq89CCjS6DCgf-2FMypBsQDmxnNl5kQ-2FTXRhEhswM9MUTz9gnAdlIkeeBLVRV8J5GLI1UtG7a3bIZgH6pByzSGQXipkZSjg6yxQ9lg3RfI9CQl0lg-2FtSWQRic-2B-2BQIw90tW9NSZi82eJPGhyaYLrL7NqaYtLCwf8XU_Er47nCliRmhLogRBAyk41JtzRFzBFHFgQdSTjOE13JeMXKvUXGJPDrlsOuMqVWmQv9RWr6mKYMnUNnwPUP6ohE1ik-2BjVVNMPGNjcM99DWGoNNgg83IHnHv3QWLUsBNTPGC-2FBANJtF1Ig-2BM93B3VqFO7ChFWZO-2BnFwhMjwrHLiIM6gIfuqv8yx42tfWY1YKF7JtT1ARKeRkPGEpyDqAnBHmcT0fbFTdIs21XhBu4CAKioAJsNBamWZNf3AWB-2Fc0BySJJL6Mydvue7rRN1XepZsHN0y3J7tOhDDVH4RlTCXpQljFexXn0Fqm9ywKy4K6oztnTyGEaSSkhcpoOyiBvJyjtBy2IV3yk0xJ-2FbWqsmQhiYU835rUPITtgb0rQwTPuONPZsjwA2fg06EVcpvtNB3fsRSOW3SgQBWlzUvi0IENg-3D&data=05%7C02%7Channah.bedford%40torfaen.gov.uk%7Cfa5763ec2cbc455b35f508ddb7d22dd9%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638868835521958047%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TR0MUXme33ubbQuPACJc2%2Fe02W5cget2dqqXsUwqQmo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:training@childreninwales.org.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6kqVoRxc_svSEV3PGvF7eiDjfwsYegL-AEwz2guc7X0NWIg/viewform?pli=1


Funding and training Opportunities: 
General funding opportunities: 

Please click on the following links for further information on general funding 
opportunities 

Up to £10,000 Available for Community Tree Planting Projects (England, 

Scotland, and Wales) closing date 31st July 2025. 

Funding to Support Disabled & Disadvantaged Children (UK) 
The next deadline to apply is mid-August 2025 for the September meeting of Trustees. 

Grants of up to £5,000 Available for Social Welfare Projects (UK) 
Applications must be received by the end of August 2025 to be considered at the Spring 

meeting. 

Funding for Projects that Have a Positive Impact on Communities, People, or 

the Environment (UK) 
Funding is awarded every three months and the next deadline for the next funding round is the 15th 

September 2025. 

Grants for the Planting of Trees, Hedges & Orchards (UK) 

The closing date for applications is midnight on the 14th November 2025. 

Funding to Enhance Educational Outcomes for Disadvantaged Children and 

Young People Under 26 (UK) 
Applications are reviewed on a quarterly basis and the next closing date for applications is the 

15th July 2025. 

Funding Announced for Local Community Heritage Initiatives (UK) 

Funding to Encourage Volunteering Amongst Young People (UK) 
The deadline for submissions is 5pm on the 2nd July 2025. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftreecouncil.org.uk%2Fgrants-and-guidance%2Four-grants%2Fnetwork-rail-community-tree-planting-fund%2F&data=05%7C02%7CHayley.Morgan%40torfaen.gov.uk%7Cd575ce2f244a4c6e241108ddb30c3985%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638863587268222242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1acL8U6Z1CLuPgGbSs6t9kYpeV50ekrXnmu9vKuXkbE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftreecouncil.org.uk%2Fgrants-and-guidance%2Four-grants%2Fnetwork-rail-community-tree-planting-fund%2F&data=05%7C02%7CHayley.Morgan%40torfaen.gov.uk%7Cd575ce2f244a4c6e241108ddb30c3985%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638863587268222242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1acL8U6Z1CLuPgGbSs6t9kYpeV50ekrXnmu9vKuXkbE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.toytrust.co.uk%2Fapply%2F&data=05%7C02%7CHayley.Morgan%40torfaen.gov.uk%7Cd575ce2f244a4c6e241108ddb30c3985%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638863587268277726%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NKWPJk4GuGzZS%2BP7epltb9L9OTRIU%2Fgv5iwozJgFtnU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.inmancharity.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CHayley.Morgan%40torfaen.gov.uk%7Cd575ce2f244a4c6e241108ddb30c3985%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638863587268291246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YsbRrBLLmOTIufFdSlo%2FhoPkhyhupEP3XAp6eOL2yd8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.matthewgoodfoundation.org%2Fgrantsforgood%2F&data=05%7C02%7CHayley.Morgan%40torfaen.gov.uk%7Cd575ce2f244a4c6e241108ddb30c3985%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638863587268539454%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SZeQ5%2BNOIQEsiUBr7demFFzM5wvuGzUxQ4ptagEN3p8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.matthewgoodfoundation.org%2Fgrantsforgood%2F&data=05%7C02%7CHayley.Morgan%40torfaen.gov.uk%7Cd575ce2f244a4c6e241108ddb30c3985%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638863587268539454%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SZeQ5%2BNOIQEsiUBr7demFFzM5wvuGzUxQ4ptagEN3p8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftreecouncil.org.uk%2Fgrants-and-guidance%2Four-grants%2Fbranching-out-fund%2F&data=05%7C02%7CHayley.Morgan%40torfaen.gov.uk%7Cd575ce2f244a4c6e241108ddb30c3985%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638863587268586960%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QvtZ9fiV4HiBoTAcueIoqjK8JCJaBhzHA8sfZT3dYeQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsteelcharitabletrust.org.uk%2Fuk-under-26-fund%2F&data=05%7C02%7CHayley.Morgan%40torfaen.gov.uk%7Cd575ce2f244a4c6e241108ddb30c3985%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638863587268612908%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0GgqUR2yWQVemHvedchTdEFKGnSEWIRkX%2BQJDrF0vnY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsteelcharitabletrust.org.uk%2Fuk-under-26-fund%2F&data=05%7C02%7CHayley.Morgan%40torfaen.gov.uk%7Cd575ce2f244a4c6e241108ddb30c3985%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638863587268612908%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0GgqUR2yWQVemHvedchTdEFKGnSEWIRkX%2BQJDrF0vnY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalarchives.gov.uk%2Fcommunity-hub%2F&data=05%7C02%7CHayley.Morgan%40torfaen.gov.uk%7Cd575ce2f244a4c6e241108ddb30c3985%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638863587268630729%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D9F9xFdsXAQgta0moKk%2BC0FjWM5%2B5lMyDylOT9tDXPA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alecdicksontrust.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CHayley.Morgan%40torfaen.gov.uk%7Cd575ce2f244a4c6e241108ddb30c3985%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638863587268673933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eOJ%2B2mrCpeAFceiuEejAAyqFk4jQODn6TzdXlWkbiSk%3D&reserved=0


Links and Resources 

Books Build a Brighter Future | BookTrust 

BookTrust and the Waterstones Children’s Laureate Frank Cottrell-Boyce have 
launched Reading Rights: Books Build a Brighter Future. The report calls for national 

provision so that every child has access to books and reading from their earliest years. 
It calls on national and local leaders in early years, health, education and culture to 
come together to make reading a part of daily life for every child in the first seven 

years of life. 

Please watch this quick video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtFaVo6S0rQ 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.booktrust.org.uk%2Fabout-us%2Freading-rights-books-build-a-brighter-future%2F%3Fx-craft-preview%3Dc89fb0589eb763a39aac5f44917d82eb61a4760e7d74c0c660edaada6c394766ymdtbdskvl%26token%3DGgn12rsuUx6wlfCwIVZ43XYLR22YboVe&data=05%7C02%7CHannah.Bedford%40torfaen.gov.uk%7Cc076a4c7a780477821f808dda42c45ad%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638847232221461628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AoaLTCc%2FH0BBZcPNB1%2FYuEI1Xxiw1chOAeNL1ShgPco%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtFaVo6S0rQ


Good News Story 

NDNA Wales Nursery of the Year 

A BIG Congratulations to Belle Vue Day Nursery for winning the NDNA Wales 
Nursery of the Year 2025. 

NDNA quotes 
“Bellevue Nursery has clear goals for children. 

Their culture is reflected in the retention of committed staff that deliver 
consistency and continuity. There is a commitment to ongoing learning and working with the 
community to support transitions. Parents directly shape improvements and each child is 

known, supported and celebrated as an individual” 



Save the Date 
Childcare Celebration Event 

25 September 2026 th 

Following on from the success of of our first event we 

cordially invite you to save the date for the 

2nd Childcare Celebration Event on 

Thursday 25 September. th 

Details to follow, but if you would like to register your 

interest, please email fis@torfaen.gov.uk. 
(regrettably we will have to limit 2 attendees per setting) 




