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Flying Start Expansion 
This year an additional 125 children will be invited to take up their Flying
Start Childcare offer of 2.5 hour sessions, Mon – Fri, for 39 weeks of the
year. Welsh Government aim to roll this out to all 2 year old children across
Wales. We will shortly be writing out to families living in the new areas to
invite them to apply. Torfaen are also hosting events this week at existing
Flying Start childcare settings for settings to visit and discuss Flying

Start openly with settings already benefiting from offering Flying Start. If
you miss these days and would like to know more about providing Flying

Start, please do get in touch.



Childminding Week Event

Earlier this month and in celebration of childminding week, we held a successful event with
Torfaen Play at Cwmbran Stadium. Lots of families attended and we were able to speak

with prospective childminders. 
It was great to see some of our registered childminders and the children they care for

too. 
We hope you had a nice time. 

The Childcare Offer for Wales 
 

Messages to parents and providers have been sent from the Childcare Offer team
this month during the transition from Government Gateway to GOV.UK One Login.

We have received an increase in enquiries from parents starting their childcare
place before their eligibility has been accepted and  their agreement with their

childcare provider has been completed.  

Please can you continue to advise parents about the application process to
ensure there are no additional costs to families attending.

As Whitsun half term is coming, please make sure the Agreements you have with
parents cover holiday hours if they are using the Offer in the holidays. 

More information available here:
Providers manage agreements for the Childcare

Offer for Wales | GOV.WALES
Providers claim a payment from the Childcare

Offer for Wales | GOV.WALES
For help and advice contact our national

helpline on 03000 628 628

https://www.gov.wales/providers-manage-agreements-childcare-offer-wales
https://www.gov.wales/providers-manage-agreements-childcare-offer-wales
https://www.gov.wales/providers-claim-payment-childcare-offer-wales#112064
https://www.gov.wales/providers-claim-payment-childcare-offer-wales#112064


Funding and training Opportunities:
 

Creating an inspiring baby room.

Community Play Things are offering a free online course with Dr Mona Sakr: Creating an
Inspiring Baby Room Environment.

The course explores how the environment can support babies’ development, drawing on
Reggio Emilia principles. It includes practical steps to help you make simple improvements to

your baby room.
It’s CPD accredited, and you’ll receive a downloadable certificate when you complete it.

Start the course here 

Third Sector Grants from TVA
TVA, in partnership with GAVO & Gwent Regional Partnership are proud to announce that

the Regional Integration Fund (RIF) is open for applications in Torfaen!
If you want to get your hands on an application form or would like further details, get in

touch now!
Deadline - has been extended to 2nd June 2025! Download the flyer here. 

Prevent Duty Training
Prevent training can be accessed online via https://www.support-people-susceptible-to-

radicalisation.service.gov.uk/

State of the Childcare
Sector Survey -

 Deadline 2nd June 2025

We will be closing our survey on 2  June in preparation for the Annual CSA
Progress Report. The information you provide us will help us shape an overview

nd

 on the main issues childcare practitioners might
 be facing in the next 12 months.

 Please submit your answers through our short survey here.
https://forms.office.com/e/sWApn70JAZ

Many thanks to those who have already completed the survey. 

https://www.communityplaythings.co.uk/learning-library/videos/mona-sakr-baby-room-training?mtm_campaign=baby-room&mtm_source=cij-email&mtm_medium=email
https://www.communityplaythings.co.uk/learning-library/videos/mona-sakr-baby-room-training?mtm_campaign=baby-room&mtm_source=cij-email&mtm_medium=email
https://www.facebook.com/GAVO.Monmouthshire?__cft__[0]=AZUDYIeVWGvdnvz_8GFoI5XMceXQGzZqTZmiWYgKEX8saep_x37QkaMK1m9Jt4yK8EoMxOsiGhsEG-S2ZiqdQTyvgxx1R5Ugqf8jki3Py8KNHT3OXzgcq1Hrfv56BanlsGuARhRwUhtDNFu7D1XX4BHCl9f9HNxXwrKpKk3FSa9_cBW1qZ6Aw526GCsoxNgWfiCx3ERwOiMo9mIPe6YjSLIo&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100068857284255&__cft__[0]=AZUDYIeVWGvdnvz_8GFoI5XMceXQGzZqTZmiWYgKEX8saep_x37QkaMK1m9Jt4yK8EoMxOsiGhsEG-S2ZiqdQTyvgxx1R5Ugqf8jki3Py8KNHT3OXzgcq1Hrfv56BanlsGuARhRwUhtDNFu7D1XX4BHCl9f9HNxXwrKpKk3FSa9_cBW1qZ6Aw526GCsoxNgWfiCx3ERwOiMo9mIPe6YjSLIo&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/TVAWales/posts/pfbid0BpKiRkveCKqMmvUmCgx157pcusC6hJ4dAmpreUJLDD5YH7FAPyydxzFzJNVfn9Xal
https://www.support-people-susceptible-to-radicalisation.service.gov.uk/
https://www.support-people-susceptible-to-radicalisation.service.gov.uk/
https://forms.office.com/e/sWApn70JAZ


Vacancies in Childcare

Please let us know of your vacancies so we can share on social
media and add to our website. Tag us or email directly to

fis@torfaen.gov.uk 

Links and Resources

The Lullaby Trust 

The Lullaby Trust exists to keep babies safe and to keep grieving families supported.
We do this by funding life-saving research, empowering families with expert baby
safety advice and supporting grieving families through their darkest days. Lots of
information can be found on their website https://www.lullabytrust.org.uk/

Top Tips for Potty Training 

https://www.gov.wales/parenting-give-it-time/guidance-and-advice/tricky-

moments-and-behaviours/toilet-or-potty-training

https://www.lullabytrust.org.uk/
https://www.gov.wales/parenting-give-it-time/guidance-and-advice/tricky-moments-and-behaviours/toilet-or-potty-training
https://www.gov.wales/parenting-give-it-time/guidance-and-advice/tricky-moments-and-behaviours/toilet-or-potty-training


Good News Story

 Thank you to  Little Chums for sharing this feedback following their
Maths training with the Early Years team . 


