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Would you like to become a Flying Start childcare
provider?

Welsh Government have now confirmed their proposals to deliver a phased expansion
of Flying Start Childcare for all two year olds; to ensure as many families as
possible are being supported across Wales. We are encouraging new providers,

including childminders and those who specialise in Welsh medium provision, to offer
Flying Start childcare places.

To find out more, we would like to invite you to come and talk to our existing Flying
Start childcare providers about being a Flying Start provider. Details are below



National Childminding Week
10-16 May 2025

#ChildmindingWeek25 #UnsungChildcareHeroes
 

PACEY wants to use #ChildmindingWeek25 to raise awareness of childminders,
celebrate the incredible work they do, build a sense of community and involve

more sector stakeholders.
 

We will be holding a celebration event in collaboration with Torfaen Play to
invite Childminders to attend - Details to follow 

The Childcare Offer for Wales 
 

As you may already know, the Childcare Offer for Wales Team have been
working hard over recent months to develop the new GOV.UK One Login

authentication element of the Childcare Offer for Wales.

This functionality for new service users went live earlier this month.
From this point, service users new to the Childcare Offer will be guided
to create new GOV.UK One Login accounts, or use existing GOV.UK One
Login accounts if applicable, when signing up to the Childcare Offer.
Service users already using the Childcare Offer will be offered the

option of migrating to GOV.UK One Login 
from 5 May.

Service users contacting the helpline for authentication support will be
directed to the team in Wrexham who have received detailed training and

guidance in this area. 



Funding and training Opportunities:
 

Fully Funded Training from Clybiau Plant Cymru Kids' Clubs

Level 2 Award in Playwork Practice- 14/05/2025-16/07/2025 (21797)
Hybrid Cardiff & Online 

Level 2 Award in Playwork Practice- 16/05/2025-18/07/2025 (21801)
Hybrid Caerphilly & Online

Level 2 Award in Playwork Practice- 19/05/2025-14/07/2025 (21802)
Hybrid Carmarthen & Online

Level 3 Award in Transition to Playwork (21763) 12/05/25-21/07/25- 2
spaces left

Level 3 Award in Transition to Playwork (21764) 14/05/25-16/07/25
Level 3 Award in Transition to Playwork (21765) 06/05/25-08/07/25

State of the Childcare
 Sector Survey -

 We need your views

As part of the Annual Childcare Sufficiency Assessment, we are
asking 

all childcare providers
 to take part in our survey. 

The information you provide us will help us shape an overview
 on the main issues childcare practitioners might

 be facing in the next 12 months.

 Please submit your answers through our short survey here.
https://forms.office.com/e/sWApn70JAZ
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Vacancies in Childcare
Casual Childcare Worker (Early Years) 

 
The Early Years Team is looking for a suitably qualified,
experienced and enthusiastic Casual Childcare Worker to

provide cover as and when required.
 

The Casual Childcare Worker would be required to cover in a
variety of venues within the Early Years Childcare settings and

Mobile Creche Team.
 

The post holder must have a relevant qualification in Early
Years/Childcare such as NVQ Level 3 or equivalent.

 
https://ce0895li.webitrent.com/ce0895li_webrecruitment/wrd/

run/etrec179gf.open?wvid=624083EpRF

Links and Resources

Toy Box Project
The Toy Box Project is based in Caerphilly and take 

unwanted new and used toys and gift them to families and 
organisations in need.

More information can be found https://toyboxproject.co.uk/ 
https://www.facebook.com/ToyBoxProjectUK

What’s the Time Mr Wolf?

Download CPCKC What’s the Time Mr Wolf activity poster which also includes
key Welsh vocabulary to support you to use Welsh whilst playing this classic

game with the children in your setting.
Download

https://ce0895li.webitrent.com/ce0895li_webrecruitment/wrd/run/etrec179gf.open?wvid=624083EpRF
https://ce0895li.webitrent.com/ce0895li_webrecruitment/wrd/run/etrec179gf.open?wvid=624083EpRF
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F45fxwigab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001UGTsSir6yWSARSZ2VVzslHk3iAv0FwrOJJjdNHtcrqA5UKKzx_F-72h7c01VDFKlnDVTiasdUWIsyAgQH2A1nWT8i3TpnX3c0C1GteW-ZRJK1CGcfTs2Y_O6gJgzltUCfefq9OuqWpW7lty0mNnAgi0NIyfLiBDBu2TR5N8cRqZqudCjHYvZvH5fnUowNlhcAOTMM5lER6A8f166_qWiQx_OSbU3acRDpkJ7pTMhKoz5CswjRVWc843V_ryzYPNA%26c%3D7YGIuIHoPS_FDY0jE9hMtUypi21HjXfPQuVBL6Pho9t56We3PLbxiw%3D%3D%26ch%3DfEM2IavtNzs5zDs_aqqjyL_yMaPglZjUrKWYdeMW_8AigroGZcjQgg%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CHannah.Bedford%40torfaen.gov.uk%7C7ad3eec613994eed567d08dd70365826%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638790100894237249%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FkIrJIJwyiJc0qqXIzkn%2FoYzJ1U9T1QKc7NSLLQ0V64%3D&reserved=0


Update from CIW
 

Assessment and observation resources to support schools and settings
Assessment - Thinking about your initial assessments?

The Assessment arrangements for funded non-maintained nursery
settings can help you plan and undertake initial and ongoing assessments.
Supporting learner progression: assessment guidance advises schools
and settings on effective assessment arrangements and classroom

practice. 
Observation - Effective observation is key to successful assessment.

These resources can help you deepen your understanding of observation
and its role in improving the quality of teaching and learning:

Professional learning: Observation
Professional learning: infographic

Professional learning: Schematic development
Schematic development toolkit

Foundation learning video resources: Schematic development: Noticing
and supporting the repeated patterns

Interesting Reads 

Sustainability- Does anybody actually know what this word means?
“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may remember, involve me and I learn.” - Benjamin Franklin
While making sustainable choices like shopping locally, considering product lifecycles, growing
veggies is important, educators have a unique opportunity to start a ripple effect that could

create a movement for change.
Making your sustainable efforts visible, simple and actionable, allows families to easily engage

and participate in sustainable practices.
Santa Svike, the Sustainability Lead at Acorn Early Years, took this approach by asking staff,
children, and families to define sustainability and identify best practices. This article shares her
findings and highlights how integrating natural resources into nursery settings is essential for

fostering a sustainable future.

The full article can be found here Sustainable play | Topics | Community Playthings

https://hwb.gov.wales/playlists/view/7bab8694-79a1-4a14-8288-3f8c3b530358/en/1?options=CNIQ39k7rbEp4zsz8OdGxip83XDxyAM%252BxyuNqUgoOrvEtxGXwma9Q0UtNK7LrNnQnL8NVHxkwcu%252BPl0Q%252Bs3r%252BpBj7RHxupfLA7IsLWUM1Bz485n2Qo%252FPbqLi7RFnkpOEnjl6w4I3Gfo7cgg4Yzgwslw%252BWgsRr9dJwMFnueYRanBVabtK7h5psKRfM1P3LDZ5WZfh0s92lJ9WlbxC7KgvbQ%253D%253D
https://hwb.gov.wales/api/storage/fe69be7b-9796-4230-8a30-d1622c79bf27/Professional%20learning%20-%20Observation.pdf?preview=true
https://hwb.gov.wales/playlists/view/1d966d4e-a1c7-4b1e-b29f-6090a3a926c7/en/1?options=CNIQ39k7rbEp4zsz8OdGxip83XDxyAM%252BxyuNqUgoOrvEtxGXwma9Q0UtNK7LrNnQRd0lDKVUxOJcs83WovMvhAyiCCDScO%252FXzJa8lJSiPIjcqJf9zKFBTguRkoZbZljbwTaGZJjsIqKg5SN5ONjRe0C5Ltp9gKUH4qFpWimByyn4IA1gQJcUQDjZTKzJ6cdMFfqAhwifFouHxPWlYTLCsA%253D%253D
https://hwb.gov.wales/repository/resource/39397e24-d5e9-4b57-ad15-09f64f4ad0ec/overview
https://www.communityplaythings.co.uk/learning-library/articles/less-plastic-better-play?mtm_campaign=pebble&mtm_source=cij-email&mtm_medium=email


Early years Alliance
 

"If your first encounter with a book comes when you're tucked up
with someone who loves you, or is at least responsible for you,
then you're being given a huge invisible privilege: a hug that will
last the rest of your life” - Frank Cottrell-Boyce, Children’s

Laureate.
 
 

Good News 

Recently our Childcare Engagement Officer, Charlotte, has been
working closely with our colleagues at PACEY Cymru, Careers
Wales and We care Wales to promote working in childcare.

 Charlotte attended a Careers Carousel event at Cwmbran High
where students spoke to several professionals within the Health
and Social Sector. This forms one of many events we will be

holding in the near future to aid recruitment within the childcare
sector. 

 

We need you!

Let us know what you would like to see included in the newsletters
going forward. We would love to hear about your good news

stories that we can share across the borough, as we know there
is some amazing things going on.

Give us a call or email FIS@torfaen.gov.uk with your ideas, good
news stories, updates etc. We look forward to hearing from you!


